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This handout provides an overview of the “Agriculture Studies Networks for Food Security (Agri-Net)”
program/course, which is one of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)'s Knowledge Co-
Creation Program (Long-Term). The program will be implemented as part of the Official Development

Assistance of the Govemment of Japan based on bilateral agreement between respective
governments.

The objective of the Knowledge Co-Creation Program (Long-Term) is to offer opportunities to people
from developing countries to study at higher educational institutions in Japan and to help them build
their network of people. This is intended to assist in the human resource development plans of the

governments of developing countries and Japan, and eventually to expand and strengthen bilateral
ties between the developing countries and Japan.



0. Background

What is JICA Knowledge Co-Creation Program (KCCP)

The Japanese Cabinet revised the Development Cooperation Charter in June 2023, which
stated, “In ils development cooperation, Japan has malntalned the spirit of Jolntly creating
things that suit partner countries while respecting ownership, intentions and intrinsic
characteristics of the country concerned based on a field-oriented approach through
dialogue and collaboration. It has also maintained the approach of building reciprocal
relationships with developing countries in which both sides learn from each other and grow
and develop together.” JICA believes that this ‘'Knowledge Co-Creation Program’ will serve
as a foundation of mutual learning process.

What is JICA Development Studies Program (JICA-DSP)

Japan is the very first country and still is one of the very few countries that has modernized
from a non-Western background to establish a free, democratic, prosperous, and peace-
loving nation based on the rule of law, without losing much of its tradition and identity. With
such belief, JICA invites future leaders from partner countries to Japan under KCCP, and
offers them opportunity to learn about Japan's unique modernization and development

experiences. This special program is called, JICA Development Studies Program (JICA-
DSP).

JICA-DSP is provided to all participants of KCCP during their stay in Japan. JICA will offer
participants various opportunities through which they can learn about Japan's

modernization and development experiences.

https://www.jica.go.ip/english/activities/schemes/dsp-chair/index.html




1. Overview _ _

Until now, JICA has provided training programs as a part of technical cooperation in various
fields. In order to strengthen networks between the target countries in respective fields, JICA
established a new long-term fraining program to foster young/middie-aged bureaucrats,
academicians and leading human resources in various fields of target countries who are

capable of influencing policy making processes in their countries or contributing to
socioeconomic development in the near future.

The Agri-Net Program was established in JFY 2019 under the framework of JICA
Development Studies Program (JICA-DSP) for the purpose of promoting cooperation of
sustainable development in the world.

JICA has set JICA Global Agenda in 2022 to promote sustainable and inclusive agricultural
and rural development and stimulating agriculture (including fisheries and the livestock
industry) and related industries (such as processing and distribution). JICA aims to eradicate
poverty in rural areas through increasing famers’ income and revitalizing rural economies, as
well as to ensure food security through the stable production and supply of food setting the
five prioritized clusters as follows:

(1) Smallholder Horticulture Empowerment & Promotion (SHEP)
(2) Strengthening Food Value Chains (FVC)

(3) Coalition for African Rice Development (CARD)

4) Promotion of Fisheries-centered Blue Economy

(5) Sustainable Livestock Development toward One Health.

For more information on the five prioritized clusters, please refer fo JICA's Global Agenda for
No. 5: Agricultural and Rural Development (Sustainable Food Systems) at the link below.
JICA's Global Agenda for No. 5: Agricultural and Rural Development (Sustainable Food

Systems)

The program/course will offer participants with special curriculums on Japanese
developmental experience (JICA-DSP) and internships, if necessary, in addition to obtaining
a Master’s or PhD. degree.

2. Objectives . ,
(1) To develop high level human resources who are capable of contributing to appropriate

policy decisions and its implementation for tackling political and developmental issues in
respective fields.

(2) To establish and maintain mid and long-term amicable relationships between largel
countries and Japan.



(3) To develop human resources of public and private sectors under JICA Global Agenda
related to Agriculture and Rural Development Sector.

(4) To Strengthen a human network between partner countries and Japan in the above-
mentioned field.

3, Gourse Oiitline

The course consists of the acceptance of participants from target countries to study at
Japanese universities in the following fields.

(1) (1) to (5) listed in “1. Overview” (to be prioritized during the selection process)

(2) Others (System, Policy and Organizations on Agriculture and Rural Development Sector)

*Please see Appendix 6-Agri-Net Sub-program List for details.

The Appendix1-University Information provides information related to long-term courses
including master’s degree courses, Ph.D. courses. *JICA recommends the universities and
graduate schools highlighted in yellow as "recommended" universities.

Applicants may select the university, to which he/she wishes to apply, from the universities
which have concluded an agreement on accepting JICA participants on the condition that the
candidate passes the entrance examination of the selected university.

In addition to curriculums of the master’s and Ph.D. courses, activities such as short-term
programs (e.g. Understanding the Japanese Development Experience?), will be planned in
order to enrichen the participants’ academic and personal experience of their courses of
studies at the universities.

4. Duration

In principle, two (2) years for master’s course and three (3) years for Ph.D. course (depending
on the program offered by universities). The participants should arrive in Japan in September
or October 2026 to start degree courses in principle.

Course Duration:
For master’s degree: September or October 2026 ~September 2028 (2years)
For doctor's degree: September or October 2026 — September 2029 (3years)

Note 1 (Conditional Acceptance / Research Student):
- As a result, if a certain university judges that a certain candidate is not readily acceptable
(insufficient) as a proper student, that candidate may be accepted as a “research student” for a

' As part of JICA-DSP, this program is co-organized by GRIPS (National Graduate Institute for
Policy Studies), IUJ (Intemational University of Japan) and JICA for JICA Knowledge Co-Creation
Program for Long Term Participants. The program offers participants with opportunities to gain a
deep understanding of the Japanese development experience, and to draw lessons and gain
insights that will support their development work at their home countries and internationally.
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period of six (6) months at longest. This period is not counted as a part of regular course of
Master’'s or Doctor's program. Research students are requested to stay in Japan and study
intensively to utilize their time to prepare for the entrance examination.

- In case research students cannot pass the entrance exam within the six (6) months, they MUST
return to their home countries without delay (Agri-Net Program scholarship will be terminated at
that moment).

- Before application, the candidates should consider the possibility of additional period as research
students and should be approved by belonging organization.

- Necessary living cost during the period as research students will be paid by JICA following JICA's
regulation as described in Section 11-Expenses to be Borne by JICA.

Note 2 (Longer Duration):
- Some universities set more than three (3) years for doctor's course, please check admission
information of the universities that you intend to apply to.

- If so, be sure to obtain permission from your belonging organization to leave in that period.

5. Number of Participants

36 participants in total from the target countries.

(Maximum 10 participants allowed for Ph.D. courses)
*Please note that for the Agri-Net Program, which aims to develop human resources in
the public and private sectors based on JICA's Global Agenda, JICA may prioritize
applicants whose research interests are strongly related to the five fields mentioned

above, those who have participated JICA's Knowledge Co-Creation Programs and those
who are related JICA's technical cooperation projects.

6. Language to be used in this Program
English

7. Eligibility
Applicants must satisfy the following requirements:

(1) Current Duties: young or middle-career government officials, prospective academics,
who are expected to contribute policy formulation or its implementation for tackling
sustainable developmental issues in respective fields.

*In principle, candidates without affiliations are not eligible for acceptance.
*Applicants from private sector must be from the field related to System, Policy and Organizations
on Agriculture and Rural Development Sector; Sustainable Agriculture Production; Food Value

Chain (FVC); Livestock Development and Animai Hygiene; Fisheries Development and
Resources.

(2) Nationality:



(3)
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(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)

Citizens of the target countries for Agri-Net program JFY2026 (see Appendix 4)

Working experiences/ status:

- to have working experiences more than five (5) years in total.

- to have more than six (6) months working experience at their current belonging
organization.

- to obtain permission for application from their current belonging organizations.

- 1o secure reinstatement from their current belonging organizations.

Age:

for master's programs, thirty-five (35) years of age or under in principle (As of April 1%,
2026). However, should there be certain circumstances deemed to be considered,
applicants over the age of 35 may become accepted. Please contact our JICA overseas
office for more information

for Ph.D. programs, forty (40) years of age or under in principle (As of April 1, 2026).
However, should there be certain circumstances deemed to be considered, applicants

over the age of 40 may become accepted. Please contact our JICA overseas office for
more information.

Educational Background:
for master’s programs, a Bachelor’'s Degree or Master’s Degree holder
for Ph.D. programs, a Master’s Degree holder

Language: adequate English skills both in written and oral communication to complete
master’s and/or Ph.D. courses with skills equivalent or exceeding the following.

TOEFLIBT: 90, IELTS: 6.5, CEFR:B2, DET (Duolingo English Test) : 120
* Applicants to Agri-Net program are required to demonstrate official results of the English

language proficiency test (such as TOEFL, IELTS, TOEIC and Duolingo) at the moment
of the application.

*JICA will NOT cover the costs necessary to obtain such a score. However, there is one
exception: Fees for English proficiency can be reimbursed within the same Japanese
fiscal year (from April 1 to March 31 of the following year) for those who pass the first
selection by JICA Headquarters and take the entrance examination.

Physical Presence: must physically come to Japan to carry out research activities to
complete this program.

Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment: JICA seeks more female applicants
due to the past records of fewer applications from women. JICA is committed to
promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment, and provides equal
opportunities for all applicants regardless of their sexual orientation or gender
identity. See Appendix7- Encourage Women to Joint the Course.

8. Admissions

Candidates must be selected as JICA's official candidate through JICA's internal selection



